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CLAIMS 



1 . process for the production of a confound of Formula I, or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof, or a pharmaceutically acc^table prodrug ester thereof. 



wherein R is methyl or ethyl; 
R] is chloro or fluoro; 
R2 is hydrogen or fluoro; 

R3 is hydrogen, fluoro, chloro, methyl, ethyl, methoxy, ethoxy or 
hydroxy; 

R4 is hydrogen or fluoro; and 

Rs is chloro, fluoro, trifluoromethyl or methyl, 
provided that Ri, R2, R4 and R5 are not all fhioro when R is ethyl and R3 is H; 
conq>rising cleaving a lactam of formula n 



wherein the symbols are as defined above with a base; and in the above 
process, if desired, temporarily protecting any interfering reactive groups and 
thra isolating the resulting conq>ound f the invention; and, if desired, 
convKting the fiee caiboxylic add f the compomid of formula I into a 
pharmaceutically acceptable est^ derivative thereof; and/or if desired. 
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converting the free acid of foimula I into a salt or a resulting salt into the free 
acid or into another salt. 
2. A process selected from 

a) a process for the production of a lactam of formula II 




R3 



which con^rises oxidizing of a lactam of formula m 




R3 



b) a process for the production of the lactam of formula II as defined m a) above, 
which comprises cyclisation of a conq>otmd of formula Vn 




VII 



R3 
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c) a process for the preparation of a compound of fonmila m as defined above 
conq)rising coupling as aniline derivative of formula IV 




IV 



R3 



with a cyclohexanone derivative of formula Va or an amino substituted 
cyclohexene derivative of formula Vb 




wherein R is ethyl or methyl and R' is lower alkyl or similar or NR'j forms a 
ring as in piperidine or morpholine. 
d) a process for the production of a compound of formula VH which comprises 
N-acylation of a dq>henylamine of formula Vm 




with a haloace^ diloride 

a process for the preparation of a compound of formula Vm which con^rises 
rearrangemem and hydrolysis of a conqsouixi of formula K. 
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f) a process for the production of a compound of formula Vm which con^rises 
coupling of a halobenzene derivative of formula XI with p-tohiidine or 4-ethyl- 
aniline 




where X is a halogen 

g) a process for the production of a conqjound of formula Vm as defined in d) 
above which con^rises coupling an aniline derivative of formula IV as defined 
in c) above with 4-l»-omotoluene or l-ethyl-4-broniobcnzaie 

h) a process for the production of a compound of formula Vm as defined in d) 
above which comprises cleavage of a con^und of formula X 




R3 

0 a process for the fomation of a compound of formula X as defined in h) above 
which comprises Fcarrangement of a compoimd of formula IX as defined in e) 
above 

j) a process for the Induction of a coii^omid of formula IX as defined in e) 
above which comprises alkylation of a compound of formula Xn 
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XII 

R4 



R3 



with 2-chloro-N-(4-iTiethyIphenyl)acetainide or 2 chloro-N-(4- 

ethylphenyOacetamide 
k) a process for the production of a con^und of formula Vm as defined in d) 

above which comprises aDcylation of a confound of formula Xn as defined in 

j) above with 2-chIoro-N-(4-methylphenyl)acetamide or 2 chloro-N-(4- 

ethylphenyl)acetamide followed by rearrangement and cleavage 
1) a process for the production of a confound of formula Vm as defined in d) 

above comprising oxidation of the corresponding compound of formula XJH 

(or a tautomer thereof) 




XIII R, 



m) a process for the production of a con^und of formula Xm as defined in I) 

above which con5>rises coupling l-n»thoxy-4-methylcycIohexa-l,4-diene or 1- 
methoxy-4-ethylcyclohexa-l,4-diene with an aniline derivative of formula IV as 
defined in c) above, and 

n) a process for the production of a confound of formula Vm as defined in d) 
above conprising coupling l-methoxy-4-methylcyclohexa-l,4-diene or 1- 
methoxy-4-ethylcyclohexa-l,4-diene with an aniline derivative or formula IV as 
defined in c) above, followed by oxidation, 
wherein the ^mbols are as defined in claim L 



3. 



A process for the preparation of a compound of formulal as defined in claim 1. 
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A process according to claim 3 for the preparation of a conq)ound selected 
from: 

5-methyl-2-(2\4'-dichloro-6*-methylanilino)phenylaceticacid; 

5-methyl-2-(2\ 3\ 5\ 6'-tetrafluoroanilino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-methyl-2-(2', 3*, 4\ 6'-tetrafluoroanilino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-methyl-2-(2 * ,6' -dichloroanilino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-methyl-2-(2*,6*-dichloroanilino)phenyIacetic acid, potassium salt; 

5-methyl-2-(2*,6''dichloroanilino)phenylacetic acid, sodium salt; 

5-niethyl-2-(2'-chloro-6'fluoroanilino)phenylacetic acid; 
5-methyl-2-(2%6*-dichloro-4'-n»thylanilino)phenylaceticacid; 
S-ii^thyl-2-(2'-chloro-6'-roethylanilino)phenylacetic acid; 
5-methyI-2-(2',4'-difh2ro-6'"Chloroaiiilino)phenylaceticacid; 
5-methyl-2-<2'-fhioro-4%6'-dichloroanilino)phenyIacctic acid; 
5-methyl-2-(2*K:hloro-4*-fluoro-6'-methylaiiilino)phen acid; 
S-ethyl-2-(2*-fluoro*6'K:hIoroaniIiDo)phen)dacetu: acid; 
S-ethyI-2-<2'-chloro-6'*methylaniIino)phenylacetic acid; 
5-ethyl-2K2'3%6'-trifiuroaiiilino)phenyIacetic acid; 
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5-ethyl-2-(2\3\5\6'-tetrafluoro-4'-ethoxyaniIino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-ethyl-2-(2*-chIoro-4\6'Klifluroanilino)pte 

5-ethyl-2-(2*,4'-dichloro-6*-fluoroanilino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-ethyl-2-(2*,4'-dichloro-6'-inethylanilino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-ethyl-2-(2'-fluoro-4'-chloro-6'-inethylanilino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-ethyl-2-(2\4'-difluoro-6'-methylanilino)phenylaceticacid; 

5-ethyl-2-(2'-chloro-4*-fluoro-6*-methylanilino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-niethyl-2-(2'K:hloro-4*-hydroxy-6'-fluoroanilino)phenylacetic acid; 

5-methyl-2-(2'-fkioix>-6*-trifluoromethylanilino)phenyl^^ acid, and 

5-niethyl-2-(2' ,4'-dichloro-6'-trifluoroniethylaiiilino)phenylacetic acid, 

and pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof; and phannaceutically acceptable 
prodrug esters thereof. 

A process according to claim 3 for the preparation of a conq)ound selected 
from: 

5-methyl-2-(2\ 3\ 4\ 6'-tetrafluoroanilino)phenylacetic acid; 
5-methyl-2-(2',6*-dichloroanilino)phenyIacetic acid; 
S-methyl-2-(2**chloro-6'fhioroanilino)phenylaceticacid; 
5-niethyl-2-(2',6*-dichloro-4'-methylanilino)phenylacetic acid; 
5-methyl-2-(2*-cWoro-6*-methyIanilino)phenylacetic acid; 
5-methyl-2-(2'-cWoro-4'-ftooro-6'-methylanilino)phenylaceti^ acid; 
S-ethyl-2-(2'-fhioro-6'-chloroan]l]no)phenylacetic add; 
S-etliyl-2-(2*-chloro-6'-methylaiiiIino)phenylacetk acid; 
5-ethyl-2-(2*3',6*-tri£hiioamlino)phenylacetic acid, and 
S-etlqA-2-(2%4^*didiloio-6'-metbyIan3im>)pheny]^^ add. 
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and pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof; and pharmaceutically acceptable 
prodrag esters thereof. 

6. A compound of formula I, as defined in claim 1 




R3 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
prodrug ester thereof, when prepared by a process as defined in claim 3. 



7. A con^und selected from 

a) a conqK>und of formula n 




R3 

b) a conq>ound of formula m 




R3 



c) a conqwund of formula Vn 



■4^31153/A 



d) 



e) 
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'-ax 



VII R, 




a compound of formula Vin 



05 oz 



N+4 



VIII R, 




R4 



R3 



provided that R is not methyl when all of R,. R2, R3, R4 and R5 are 
fluoro; 

a con^und of formula IX 

IX 



H 



a compound of formula X 



OH 



N 



R4 




or 
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g) a compound of formula XIII 




R3 

wherein the symbols are as defined in claim 1. 



